Pastoral Letter (February 2012)

Dear Friends
The eleventh commandment

Christianity could easily have been an invisible faith. If Christian people
never talked about their faith, never worshipped together, never offered to
hold people in prayer, never served others or their communities, or if
Christian people treated each other badly, how would anyone know about
Christ?

God, in his great mercy and his great faith in us his children, has
given us the responsibility, along with those who have gone before us and
will come after us, of showing his light and love to the world. Christianity is
visible in this world through the outworking of the faith of Christian men,
women and children, and when Christians love each other. Jesus said, “A
new commandment | give you: Love one another. As | have loved you, so
you must love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my
disciples, if you love one another.” (John 13:34-35)

Last month saw the ending of two ministries in our benefice that were
marked by an outworking of faith that makes Christ visible in the world.

Jan Bunday, our Curate, moved to Suffolk as a result of a change in
her family circumstances. Though with us for only a short time, she
touched the lives of many with her wise and loving ministry, and through
her ministry Jesus’ light has spread more widely in this place.

Graham Daniels, our Magazine Editor, retired after editing this
magazine for 20 years. His diligence and sacrificial giving of his time in
God’s service over those years have ensured that we have been able to
share news and information peppered with some fun and laughter, giving
us a means by which to communicate God’s love to each other. Through
his ministry God’s voice has been heard more widely in this place.

And | know that Jan and Graham are not alone. Every dedicated,
enthusiastic, willing act of love and service we carry out makes Christ
more widely known in our place, be it our words, our actions, our manner
or our giving nature; in other words, our Love of one another.

Loving one another is part of God’s call on our lives as Christian
people. The purpose of Jesus’ “new commandment” is to show others that
we are disciples of Christ — “By this everyone will know that you are my
disciples” (John 13:35).

Loving one another is our Christian work and witness, and our
responsibility — deeply important, and deeply valued by our God.

CR

With my love, thanks, and blessings to you all.



ANNUAL MEETING DATES
Annual meetings for all three churches in the Benefice are as follows:

Cockayne Hatley 11 March, 4pm St John’s Church
Potton 22 April, 12 noon, St Mary’s Hall
Sutton 26 April, 7.30pm All Saints Church

Please do note them in your diaries and attend them if you possibly
can. Hear what your church has been doing over the past year and
what is planned for the future. Annual Meetings are your chance to
hear and to ask questions of your Clergy, Churchwardens and PCC

members.
Gill
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LENT HUNGER LUNCH

Lent Lunches in aid of Christian Aid will be served between 12noon
and 1pm on Sunday 11th March in St Mary's Hall. Book the date now.
Offers of help with setting up the hall, making soup or serving will be
very welcome.

Elizabeth Snoswell

ChristianTtAid ool

Whe bl in life before death

o B T e S

PEMDALE NEWS

Friday 17" February at 11:15am - Holy Communion service.
Everybody will be most welcome at this service.
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POTTON WI
The AGM will be held on 7th February, at 7.30 pm in The Community
Centre. This will be followed by a Cheese and Wine Social and “Call
my Bluff”. All welcome — visitors £4 per person

Judy Oliver

e
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SUTTON WI

Sutton WI met on Tuesday, 10th January with Janet Potter in the Chair.

The six resolutions put forward for discussion at Bedfordshire Wls were
discussed and were voted on. The results will be passed on to the
County Federation and will be taken into account when the final
resolutions are decided upon for discussion at the AGM at the Royal
Albert Hall in May. Seven votes were cast for each of the first two
resolutions and five votes for the third:

(1) The NFWI urges Her Majesty’s government to legislate
against the sale and release of sky (Chinese) lanterns and the
mass release of balloons because of the damage that can be
done to animals, crops and property.

(2) There are chronic shortages of midwives. The NFWI calls on
the Government to increase investment in the training,
employment and retention of midwives in England and Wales
to ensure services are adequately resourced and able to
deliver a high standard of care.

(3) The NFWI urges Her Majesty’s Government to address fuel
poverty.

Unfortunately, our speaker had put the wrong date in his diary and did
not turn up, so the rest of the evening was taken up with socialising
and enjoyment of our usual excellent refreshments. Several lucky
members were raffle winners.

We recently held our Christmas Dinner at the John O’Gaunt Golf Club
and had a most enjoyable evening with an excellent meal. Sutton WI
would like to thank Chris Byng and his staff for all their hard work in
making the evening a great success.

Our next meeting will be on Tuesday, 14th February and Mrs. Dott
Wigg, from WI House, will entertain us with Crazy Bag Whist. Each
member is required to bring a non-see-through bag with three items
inside — one to the value of £1.50, one to the value of £1.00 and one to
the value of 50p.
Ann Fowler - Press Secretary
23A High Street, Sutton SG19 2NE - Tel. 01767 26 2318



What's on in February

Potton — St Mary’s

Midweek Services and Events
Every Tuesday:

9am Morning Prayer at St Mary’s Church.
10:30am Prayer Group — see Sunday Link for venue each week.

Every Wednesday:

10-11.30am ‘The Listening Place’ drop in for coffee and chat
Jakes Court Community Centre, Sheffield Close.

Everybody Welcome!
Every Thursday:
9am Morning Prayer at St Mary’s Church.

Every Friday:
10-11:30am First Steps, St Mary’s Church Hall.

<><3>

Holy Communion

1% Friday 10:00am at Jakes Court.
3" Friday 11:15am at Pemdale.
<><3>
Friday 3rd 10am Holy Communion at Jakes Court
Thursday 9th 2:30 MU Afternoon Group meets at 17
Spencer Close.
Sunday 12th  7pm Lyfe Youth Group, Priest's Rm, St
Mary’s
8pm NightLight, St Mary’s
Friday 17th  11.15 Holy Communion at Pemdale.
12:45 Parish Lunch at St Mary’s Church
Hall.
8pm Faith & Light at Salvation Army Hall

Wednesday 22nd 7.30pm Holy Communion and Imposition of
Ashes, St Mary's
Friday 24th  12.45 Parish Lunch, St Mary’s Hall
Tuesday 28th  7pm Confirmation Class 1
7.30pm Lent Talk 1, Jakes Court, Sheffield CI.
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Cockayne Hatley — St John’s

For times of normal Sunday services please see the front cover

Sunday 26th 10.15 Joint Benefice Service at St Mary’s
Potton with the Bishop of Bedford.

(e lele il

Sutton — All Saints’

Sunday 5th  10:15am Family Service.

Sunday 12th  9am Holy Communion.

Sunday 19th  9:30am Mattins.

Wednesday 22nd 9.30am Ash Wednesday Service
Saturday 25th 7 for 7.30 Dali Explained, Village Hall
Sunday 26th  10.15 Joint Benefice Service at St Mary’'s

Potton with the Bishop of Bedford.

St Mary’s Rotas
Rota Changes

If you need to change your rota duty with someone else please don't forget to
alter the rota on the notice board in church. The Churchwardens and
Sidespeople always look at this rota on a Sunday morning to check that
everyone who is on duty is at the service. If you are unable to arrange a swap
please contact the Churchwardens

<>><3>

Advance Rotas

Please note that the Advance Rotas should be considered as “provisional” .
Therefore we ask that you please check the rota published in the actual month
to ensure that there have been no changes. Thank you.

<533
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Server 10:15am
Chalice

First Reading

Second Reading

Prayers
Offertory

Altar Flowers

Lady Chapel
Flowers

Cleaning

5" February
3" Sunday
before Lent

Holy Communion
at

8:00am

Family
Service

at
10:15am

Rosemary Kimber

Sally Davis

Debra Royal &
Marion Smith

Rotas for February 2012

12" February
2" Sunday before
Lent

19" February
Sunday next before
Lent

Alan Rothery Michael Hutchinson

Carol Godel Graham Daniels
Jan Butlin
Proverbs 8: -
1,22-31
Nigel Butlin Hazel Rozanski
Colossians 1: Mark 9:
15-20 2-13
Pam Turner Bob Smith
John & Judi Brendan & June
Hobbs Moore
Carol Leggatt Ann Sidney

Pauline Russell André Allison

Pamela & Teresa
Grist

Brasses: Carol Roddy

Lesley Mayne

Please note the change from the previously published rota.

22 February
Ash Wednesday

Alan Rothery
Simon Gutteridge

Graham Daniels

Isaiah 58:
1-12

Steve Hemmings

2 Corinthians
5:20b -6: 10

Clergy

26" February
Patronal Festival

Trevor Leigh
Simon Gutteridge

David Barker
Genesis 9:8-17

Charlotte Wylam
Romans 8:18-30

Nigel Butlin

lan & Pauline
Russell

No Flowers
in
Lent

Rosemary
Kimber



Server 10:15am

Chalice

First Reading

Second Reading

Prayers
Offertory

Altar Flowers

Lady Chapel
Flowers

Cleaning

4™ March
2" Sunday of
Lent

Holy Communion

at

8:00am

Family
Service

at
10:15am

No Flowers
in
Lent

Elizabeth
Belcher

11™ March
3" Sunday of Lent

Carol Godel
Steve Hemmings

James Kirkpatrick

Genesis 17:
1-7,15& 16

lan Russell

Romans 4:
13 - end

Simon Gutteridge

Roger & Heather
Gale

No Flowers
in
Lent
Tina & lan Mundy

Advance Rotas for March 2012

18 March
Mothering
Sunday

Freddy Banks

Graham Daniels

Peter Le Sueur

John 19:
25b-27

Bob Smith

Brendan and
June Moore

No Flowers
in
Lent

Pamela and
Teresa Grist

Brasses: Gail Trigg
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25 March

Passion Sunday

Holy Communion

at

8:00am

Special Service
for Passion

Sunday

at
10:15am

No Flowers
in
Lent
Lesley Mayne

1 April
Palm Sunday

Holy Communion
at

8:00am

Family
Service

at
10:15am

No Flowers
in
Lent
Ann Sidney



Date
February

5th

12"
19"
22"

2 6th

March
4th

1 1th
1 8th
2 5th

April
1st

St Mary’s Church

Sidesmen’s / Sideswomen'’s Rota

8:00am

André Allison
Steven

Gravestock
Ann Sidney

Gerry Barker

Eric Jakes
André Allison
Steven

Gravestock
Ann Sidney

Gerry Barker

10:15am Other

Joyce Jakes
Jill Black

June & Brendan
Moore
Jeanie Hemmings
Maggie Pain
Ash
Wednesday
Kim Gutteridge
Terry Moxham

Carol Godel
Ray Bylett
Elizabeth Belcher
Bob Smith
Emma Horsfall
Graham Hague

Joyce Jakes
Roger Gale

June & Brendan
Moore

Individual rotas will be published during February to take us up to the end of
April and the APCM.

Rotas beyond that date will be published once we know who wishes to be

elected or re-elected at the APCM.

Graham Daniels & Steve Hemmings - Churchwardens



Altar Preparation — St Mary’s 10:15am service

February 12" Graham Daniels February 19" Steve Hemmings

February 26"  Janet Baillie

Please speak to the Churchwardens if you would like to add your name to this

rota or to find out more about this task.

o B T e S

NightLight Rota

Date Theme Reading Talk Meditation
12" Emergence Maria Simon Graham
February Merridan  Gutteridge Daniels
11th Lent Rosemary  Rev Gill Roger
March Cumby Gale
++++++
Potton:

Holy Matrimony:
None

Holy Baptism:
None

Funerals:
None

Cockayne Hatley:
None

e

St Mary’s Bank Account

Prayers
Janet
Baillie

Bob
Smith

If you are donating or paying by cheque please can you make it payable to:

PCC of Potton St Mary’s Church

This applies to all donations, envelope giving, fundraising and social events

and the magazine.



A sincere thank you to everyone from myself, and Morgan, for your
very warm wishes and kind thoughts as | left, and for all the cards and
gifts | received. As | move away | know you will always hold a special
place in my heart.

Here are my new contact details:
Rev Jan Bunday
79 Dukes Drive
Halesworth
Suffolk P19 8TJ

Tel: 01986 873766
Email: jan@bunday.co.uk

e

Our Magazine has a new Editor

When you take over a job from someone who has been doing it
very successfully for a very long time, it can be a daunting
challenge. | am therefore very grateful for Sally Davis for taking
up this challenge and being willing to take the baton from
Graham. | am sure Sally will be on a significant learning curve
for a few months, so please do give her as much support as you
can, contribute much and read everything!

Sally comes from a family of compositors, typesetters and
desktop publishers, so has the right genes for the job! And
Graham has kindly offered his services as a “consultant” for as
long as needed.

Please send articles for the magazine to Sally, either by
email at pottonmag@gmail.com, or by dropping copy in to her at
18 Mill Lane Potton, or at Potton Rectory.

Thank you, Sally, for serving us all in this way. We are all
very grateful.

Gill
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Every month we publish a verse from the Bible with, by permission, a related
extract from the UCB Word for Today Bible Notes. This month’s verse is from
Psalm 32.

Leadership coach Dr John Maxwell points out that in order to thrive in
uncertain territory you must be able to do the following things:

1) Understand your certainty quotient . Think back to your last big
decision that turned out right. How certain were you? Eighty percent?
Fifty percent? If your best decisions are usually made at the 75 percent
mark, that's your ‘certainty quotient’. When you reach that point it's
time to stop debating and start moving.

2) Express your uncertainty with confidence. Never look at
successful people and assume that single-handedly and with no
hesitation they fearlessly navigated the currents of uncertainty. No,
they just understood that with each step answers would be given. So
instead of pretending to know more than you do, begin to encourage a
culture of transparency that fosters the free exchange of ideas. When
you don’t know, just say ‘I don’t know, but I'll try to find out.’

3) Consult others. King Solomon wrote more about seeking counsel
than any other writer in the Bible. Do kings need good advice? Yes
absolutely! And those with the humility to acknowledge it prosper.

4) Measure your success by the scoreboard not the game plan.
Every good coach goes into the game with a plan, but he is willing to
change it in order to win. Pencil in your plans, but write your vision in
ink! Good leaders, like good coaches, are often forced to abandon or
amend some of their plans in order to deliver on the vision. The ones
who do are the ones who reach their destination.

‘The Word for Today’ Bible Notes are available free of charge from
UCB, Westport Road, Stoke-on-Trent, ST6 4JF
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A common garden insect
A yellow fruit
A building where movies are shown

Creatures that lived millions of years ago

Birds lay these

11 minus 7

The colour of grass

You wear this on your head

The liquid inside a pen

The seventh month of the year
What you do to a football

The opposite of dark

Something to wipe your feet on
Something you hit with a hammer

A sea creature with eight legs

A place that you may go to play
Another word meaning fast

You might tie something up with this
Something you stick on an envelope
A shape with just three sides
Something to keep you dry in the rain
Something to put flowers in

North, south, east and ......

A picture that shows your bones
Something you do when you feel tired
A place to see lots of animals

(Answers on page 18)
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Potton Playhouse Proudly Presents

On Wed 15th, Thurs 16th and Fri 17th February
WHEN WE ARE MARRIED
A Comedy by J B Priestly
8pm in St Marys Hall, Potton
TICKETS: £6 on Wednesday, £8 on Thursday and Friday
from CAMERONS

This splendid play is a farcical comedy set 100 years ago. Three
couples who were married on the same morning 25 years ago
are gathered to celebrate their anniversary. It's a bit of a “do”.
And then it goes horribly wrong....... do come and enjoy seeing

14 of Potton’s finest thespians performing.

*
Especially suitable for those of any
al I I age who are new to church
A guided service of Holy

ShnrtE.rMaI’y’S Communion lasting under an hour

CUl'l'llTllll'l]I!DI'l supervised creche
Service

Third Sunday of every month 10.15

13



BIGGLESWADE DEANERY SYNOD

Deanery Lent Evensong 2012

"Transforming Communities”
A number of view points

Sun 26 Feb, - the Multi-Faith Community, Rev Jay MacLeod.
Eaton Socon.

Sun 4 Mar, - the Youth Community, Dave Green, Dunton.

Sun 11 Mar, - the Prison Community, the Rev Philip Abrey,
chaplain to Bovingdon prison, Sandy.

Sun 18 Mar, - the role of Government, the Alistair Burt MP,
Moggerhanger.

Sun 25 Mar, - those with drug problems, Mrs Janis Feely
MBE. CEO, The Living Room Project, Northill.

Looking ahead:-
Deanery Evensong
Sun 10 June, - Bishop of Hertford, Biggleswade.

St John’s Support Group.

Our February Lunch is on Friday 24th February atubual
time of 12.45 at St Mary’s Church Hall
Eileen Tomlinson
260002




Lent begins on Wednesday 22 February

The season will start with a simple service for children, their parents
and carers at 9.30am at All Saints Sutton, and a service of Holy
Communion with Imposition of Ashes at 7.30pm at St Mary’s Potton.
All are welcome to either or both services.

it

a/

it

Lent Course: Transforming Life

Our Lenten journey will continue with a series of Sermons on each
Sunday of Lent under the theme ‘Transforming Life’. These will form
the basis of our Lent Course, written specially for our Diocese by the
Bishops of St Albans, Hertford and Bedford. Weekly discussions
based on the sermons will be held in St Mary’s Hall Potton for the four
weeks of Tuesdays 28 February, and 6, 13, and 20 March . More
details will be given on Sunday Link, and on the church noticeboards.
The titles of the talks, focusing on the Old Testament readings, will be:

1. Transforming Promise
(Genesis 9.8-17 — Noah and the Rainbow)

2. Transforming Call
(Genesis 17.1-7, 15-16 — Abraham and the new Name)

3. Transforming Rule
(Exodus 20.1-17 — Moses and the Commandments)

4. Transforming Gift
(Numbers 21.4-9 — the People and the Snake)

15



WOMEN’'S WORLD DAY OF PRAYER
e

.

L
|'“ ‘LET JUSTICE PREVAIL’

On Friday March 2nd 2012 the Churches Together in Potton, together with
over 3 million people worldwide will be praying and worshipping together
during the annual Women’s World Day of Prayer,. to be held at 2pm at
Potton Salvation Army Hall using a service prepared by Christian women
in Malaysia. There will be a créche for babies and young children.

This is always an exciting day as a great wave of prayer sweeps the world,
beginning when the first service is held in Tonga and continuing around
the world until the final service takes place, some 35 hours later, in
neighbouring Western Samoa. By then the day will have been celebrated
in over 170 countries and over 6,000 services will have been held in
England, Wales and Northern Ireland.

Malaysia is a multi-ethnic and multi-religious country. Throughout its
history it has attracted migrants from other parts of Asia and beyond and it
is one of the wealthiest and most developed countries in South East Asia.
Women have made important contributions to its social and economic
development but, nevertheless, they still face discrimination and violence
at all levels of society. Even today a girl child is seen as less valuable than
a boy.

Malaysia is now the most popular destination country in Asia for migrant
workers and human trafficking has become a sophisticated and organised
operation. Although Malaysia’'s multi-ethnicity has added to the rich
heritage of its land and people, it has also given rise to many problems. In
the service those issues of concern are named and the women voice their
hope for the future. Justice for all is their hope, and their prayer is “Let
Justice Prevail”.

Although organised and led by women of Potton’s churches, our service is
for everybody and all are welcome to attend.

St Mary’s Women’s World Day of Prayer secretary is Pam Turner.

16
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R UNISN

Christian care for families

The afternoon meeting of the Mothers’ Union will be on 9" February at
17, Spencer Close. We will be finishing and filling emergency toilet
bags which are given to hospitals within the diocese to be given to
patients who are admitted after accidents or sudden illnesses and
haven’t brought toothbrushes etc with them.

The evening meeting will be on Monday 20™ February in St
Mary’s Church Hall at 8.15pm. Please bring an item from your house
which is precious to your family and which would be one of the things
you would save if you had to leave your house quickly. | will also try
and explain more about the Mothers’ Union and answer any question if
| can that you might have.

Everyone is welcome. Please come along and discover that
there is more to the Mothers’ Union than just meetings and
refreshments

Rosemary Kimber
Branch Leader

FAITH AND LIGHT

After February this year, the Salvation Army are no longer able to host
Faith and Light meetings in their Hall. So after this month, meetings
will be held in St Mary’s Hall until further notice.

The next meeting dates are:

Date Venue Helpers
17 February Salvation Army
16 March St Mary’s Hall Jill and Elizabeth

Elizabeth Snoswell
Faith & Light Rota

Answers — Childrens’ Quiz

1. ant, 2. banana, 3. cinema, 4. dinosaurs, 5. eggs, 6. four, 7. green, 8. hat, 9. ink,

10. July, 11. kick, 12. light, 13. mat, 14. nail, 15. octopus, 16. park, 17. quick, 18. rope,
19. stamp, 20. triangle, 21. umbrella, 22. vase, 23. west, 24. x-ray, 25. yawn, 26. z00.
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In St Mary's Church Hall
Saturday March 3rd 8pm

Teams of up to six people

[
=

Cost £12 per person
Which mncludes
Quiz and a 3 course curry dinner

Please contact Bob 260782

ST MARY'S SOCIAL COMMITTEE
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 2012

March 3rd Quiz and Curry Night
May 20th Christian Aid Lunch
May 27th Cream Teas in Rectory Gardens

June 2nd/3rd & 4th Weekend Diamond Jubilee Celebrations

June 30th Safari Supper
July 1st Children's Lunch
September 29th Themed Dinner
November 3rd Bonfire ands Fireworks
November 23rd Thanks Giving Dinner
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Rebecca’s Year in Indial

| am going to spending my year starting from August/September 2012
in India, doing a mixture of primary teaching and social care projects,
with Project Trust. | would like to thank everyone that is helping to
support me. | am currently on my way to raising £5,100.

I would like to thank all those that have made donations and helped me
to raise money by buying Christmas treats. | made:

- £107 at the Christmas tree festival.

- £71 at the Christmas lights in Potton

- £229 after various church services

This, added with donations, has helped me to raise a total of £512.38
so far. Thank you to those that are continuing to send donations in,
your help is greatly appreciated.

Just a quick message to those who still want to help me to reach my
target . . . | am currently planning other fundraisers. So | am looking for
sponsors for Andre Allison who is running the Sandy 10 on my behalf.
Also | am planning a raffle to go alongside the curry and quiz night on
the 3" March and | am planning to walk the pilgrimage from Potton to
St Albans, for which | will also need sponsors.

If you would like more information about me, what | am doing, who
Project Trust are or fundraising events that are coming up, please
contact me: Email- chalkies.white @btopenworld.com or phone — 01767
261989

If you would like to make a donation please write a cheque to Project
Trust and send it to Rebecca White, 25 Sutton Mill Road, Potton,
Sandy, Beds SG19 2QB. Please include your name and contact details
so | am able to contact and thank you personally. Any donation would
be greatly appreciated. Thank you very much.

Please keep a look out for more posts in the magazine; | am hoping to
be able to keep you up to date on my fundraising activities and other
news.

Rebecca White
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Income and Expenditure — December 2011

Each month | am giving you details of how St Mary’s receives money and how
it is spent. Please contact me (tel 261221) if you would like any more details.

Planned giving in December was about average with no quarterly
banker’s order donations offset by greater envelope giving. Collections reflect
the attendances at Christmas services. Fundraising includes the Candlelit
Supper, the Tree Festival and the Auction.

Expenditure on the Parish Share included an additional payment to
complete the total due for the year. Mission & Evangelism costs were our
contribution to the Potton Churches Christmas cards and the purchase of a
projector stand. Special Projects expenditure was part payment for the
upgraded sound system and new altar frontal.

Elizabeth Belcher

Treasurer

Income £
Planned giving 2,540
Collections & donations 669
Weddings, funerals, Baptisms; fees and

collections 537
Fundraising 974
Total 4,720
Expenditure £
Parish Share 2,328
Clergy expenses, Office expenses, printed 959
resources

Utilities, insurance, minor repairs 174
Services 139
Fundraising 137
Mission & Evangelism 284
Special projects 406
Total 4,427
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Income and Expenditure — January to December 2011

Although the monthly summaries give a ‘snapshot’ of our finances they do not
show how our income and expenditure is varying from our budget. The table
below shows the totals for 2011 together with the amount that was predicted in
the budget made at the end of 2010. This budget is indicative and does not
reflect any changing circumstances during the year.

Actual Budget difference

Income

Planned giving 32,125 27,450 4,675
Collections & donations 4,229 3,700 529
Weddings, funerals,

Baptisms; fees and

collections 3,549 2,600 949
Taxation refund 7,502 7,700 - 198
Investment income 6,121 900 5,221
Fundraising profit* 2,285 2,000 285
Special projects 4,527 0 4,527
Total 60,337 44,350 15,987

*Excluding Social Committee Jan-Oct
Expenditure

Parish Share 35,128 35,128 -
Clergy expenses, office

expenses, printed resources 4,926 2,600 2,326
Utilities, insurance, minor

repairs 5,386 6,235 - 849
Services 2,318 2,050 268
Charity donations 1,895 1,700 195
Special projects 1,224 - 1,224
Mission & Evangelism 708 - 708
Total 51,585 47,713 3,872

Main differences are due to:
New planned giving donors; back payment from Potton Consolidated
Charities; substantial donations for identified Special Projects

Review of Curate’s expenses to be more realistic plus increased mileage
rates; increased boiler efficiency resulting in lower gas bills
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ST MARY’'S PATRONAL FESTIVAL

A visit to our benefice for the The Bishop of Bedford, the Rt Revd
Richard Inwood, will be amongst the last duties he performs in his 9-
year post as our suffragan Bishop before his retirement service on 3
March. He is to visit the Benefice on Sunday 26th February, and in
order to make the most of that occasion, the benefice Churchwardens
and | have agreed to change the date of the next Joint Benefice
Service to fit with this visit. The Bishop will preach and preside at the
10.15 service at Potton, which will also celebrate St Mary’s Patronal
Festival. That will be the only service in the Benefice on that date.
making it possible for us all to meet him, hear him preach and say our
own farewell. Bishop Richard will also dedicate a new altar frontal, altar
cross and candlesticks, and the new handrail in the churchyard, that
have been given as gifts to St Mary’s.

News of Jubilee celebrations in Potton, Sutton and Cockayne
Hatley Churches will be published regularly in the magazine.
Watch this space! Keep the dates!

2-4 June 2012

3-day fete with Widdershins and Almost Abba at Pott  on!
Patriotic Celebration Church Service at Sutton!
Open Mic Event at Cockayne Hatley!
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Provisional details for

POTTON DIAMOND JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS

DIAMOND JUBILEE FLOWER AND ARTS FESTIVAL
St Mary'’s Field

Saturday 2 June 10.30-4.30
Sunday 3 June 11.30-4.30
Monday 4 June 10.30-4.30

ST MARY’'S CHURCH FETE
St Mary'’s Field
Saturday 2 June 2-4.30pm

JUBILEE CHORAL CONCERT
Marquee in St Mary’s Field
Saturday 2 June 7.30pm

ST MARY’S BIG SUNDAY LUNCH
St Mary’s Hall
Sunday 3 June 12.30pm

ROYAL ASCOT RACE DAY WITH ALMOST ABBA
St Mary'’s Field
Monday 4 June 12.30pm

AUDITIONS FOR “POTTON’S GOT TALENT”
Marquee in St Mary’s Field
Monday 4 June 7.30pm

Would you like to be involved in organizing or helping?
Please contact Bob Smith bobsmith.cam@virgin.net or phone 01767
260782
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A Friend in need is a Friend indeed?

Many years ago | was sent off to
our headquarters in London for a
week to attend a management
course, which primarily consisted
of teaching me how to write
reports rather than how to
manage staff. A few years earlier
some of my school friends had
gone to Teachers Training
College and | enquired from them
if they were taught how to teach
and the answer was surprisingly
“No.”

So | was stuck with simply
learning how to write reports. We
had to fill out a rather long report
form. The first section focused on
ticking various boxes on a sliding
scale as to how well things like,
judgment,  aptitude, attitude,
production and the ability to apply
oneself were undertaken. Then
we had to write something about
how well these duties were carried
out, followed by a character
assessment. Finally there was the
overall marking for the year. For a
while that box was very important
one because it affected your pay!

So to help us write reports
we were given fictitious case

studies to write fictitious reports.
The name of the person we had to
write about was always someone
called Pat or Chris, so that we didn’t
know if the person we were writing
about was male or female.

With this is mind | want to tell
you about a work colleague who
died recently. | will also call this
person Chris, but | will add that he
was male.

Chris had what we call these
days learning difficulties, although it
might be argued that it was more a
lack of social skills. But whatever he
was lacking in he was born with and
this affected him for the whole of his
life. He seemed to have good,
caring parents and although | never
knew his mother, | did know his
father. He worked in the same office
as us and he was a very jovial
person, easy to get on with and was
also an actor in a local amateur
dramatic society. Chris was in some
ways like his father, also easy to get
on with and he never offended
anyone.

Then when he was in his early
twenties his mother died and really
this was the start of his downward
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slide, although he did manage to
mask this for most of his life. His
father remarried, to a woman who
also worked in the same office as
us. Unfortunately she was
unpopular with  many, partly
because to those who didn’'t know
her well she had an
uncompromising  outer  shell.
Having known her prior to his
fathers remarriage Chris didn’t
take to her and they never ever hit
it off together. Furthermore his
new step-mum had four children
of her own she was bringing up at
the same time, so she didn’'t have
too much time for Chris, who after
all was an adult by now, despite
his ‘learning difficulties’. So the
pair of them had a guarded dislike
for each other. The bottom line
here was that Chris missed his
real mother enormously.

This situation went on like
this for a number of years and
then Chris lost his father as well.
His father had been in an
awkward  position, trying to
ensure, or hoping, that his new
wife and Chris would get on
together, but without success.

After his fathers death Chris
got on with his life. He remained
cheerful to his own death, just as
his father had. But now he
became something of a loner. His
life now revolved his place of work
and fortunately for him he had a
job which allowed him to meet lots
of members of staff. So they and |
became ‘his’ friends and in this

environment he was as happy as he
could be.

But in reality not everything
was that rosy. Although we were
‘his’ friends, he was actually more of
a good acquaintance to many of us;
a cheerful work colleague whom
everyone liked but at the same time
didn’t class as one of their friends. |
don’'t know if Chris actually knew
this, or if he did then he pretended
otherwise.

But although Chris was very
open too others at work he was the
opposite outside of work. He never
socialised, or as far as | know let
anyone into his flat. So in some
respects he was his own worst
enemy. Although everyone s
entitled to their privacy, if you want
to make genuine friendships then
you have to open yourself up to
them help you achieve this. Perhaps
because Chris lacked certain social
skills he wasn't aware of this, but
ultimately his deficiencies in this
area precluded him from making
true friendships with others, and
never quite recovering from his
parents’ death.

As he grew older Chris had a
stroke, which aged him
considerably. He was off work
recovering from this for ages, but
would still pop into the office to see
‘his friends’ on a regular basis. He
also popped into the staff canteen
regularly to save him from cooking
at home. In fact one of his problems
in his latter years was that he didn’t
look after himself properly. He ate
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junk food and probably not even
enough of that.

Six months or so ago they
closed down our office and so
most of us, including Chris, left,
turning down the opportunity to
relocate to somewhere far away. It
was the right decision for Chris
but in leaving he also lost contact
with most of the people who did
care about him. He didn't realise
that it was partly down to him to
ensure that he stayed in contact
with these people, especially
those he counted as ‘his friends’.
Many people did try to help him
but whenever they bumped into
him in town he never wanted
anything more than a brief chat at
that time. Perhaps rather like me
not being taught how to manage
and my school friends not being
taught how to teach, most of us
didn’t know how to truly help
Chris.

Sadly Chris died a few
weeks before Christmas, never
reaching his 60" birthday. The
actual reasons for his death aren't
known, so we don’t know if it was
another stroke or if he just let
himself go, effectively starving
himself to death.

He had no nominated next of
kin and so his funeral was
arranged by the Bereavement
Office in the QE2 Hospital in
Welwyn Garden City and he was
buried in Stevenage in early
January. Around 100 people
attended his funeral, including his
step-mother who had been to see

him in hospital after his stroke. All of
those who attended were ex-
colleagues and partners, apart from
his step-mother and two of her
daughters. | think that Chris would
have been pleasantly surprised had
he known just how many people
turned up.

There are two sad things
about Chris. One is that he was
born with a character deficiency
which he could do nothing much
about and secondly and probably
because of this, he didn’'t realise
that there were some people out
there who could have helped him.
He either didn't open his heart
enough to let them in or he didn't
know how to.

There is a famous painting by
Holman Hunt called The Light of the
World which pictures our Lord
knocking on the door of a house.
The door has no handle on the
outside and therefore it could only
be opened from the inside. So the
person on the inside could only let
our Lord into their lives from their
side as our Lord couldn’t reach that
person from his side. If only Chris
had known this!

My song is love unknown,
My Saviour’s love to me,
Love to the loveless shown,
That they might lovely be.
O who am |,

That for my sake

My Lord should take

Frail flesh and die?
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POTTON HISTORY SOCIETY

MEETING 23" FEBRUARY 2012
Prisoners of War in Bedfordshire

The February meeting of the Potton History Socikegtures the story of
Prisoners of War in North Bedfordshire. StephesbiRs new book looks at
why PoWs were brought to Bedfordshire during thekest days of the
Second World War and how most of them came to bsted and were
allowed to roam unguarded as well as the murdé@riehte Hands. Potton had
its own PoWs at the Manor with about 100 prisoriag in tents in the

grounds. If you have any memories of PoWs pleaisg Iihem to the meeting
starting at 8pm in the Community Centre, Brook End.

STEPHEN RISBY

PRISONERS of WAR in

BEDFORDSHIRE

saellll

Signed copies of the book will be available.

There will also be a small display of items relgtio Potton PoWs held in the
Society Archives. Visitors are always welcome.

www.pottonhistorysociety.com
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